APPEA out of gas but
lobby sector energised
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IHERE'S movement in the
lobhying sector with the en-
ergy industry adding a couple
of new names and losing a
hicavy hitter.

Matthew Doman, who has
heen the director of external
affairs for South Australia and
the Northern Territory for the
past five years for the Austra-
lian Petroleum Production &
Exploration Association, has
left the organisation for “a new
consulting role in the encrgy
and resources space”

Mr Doman, who before
APPEA was the public affairs
manager for eastern Australia
at Santos, dealing with the
contentious Narrabri project
among others, was @ promi-
nent voice in the debate over
proposals to drill for oil in the
Great Australian Bight

With Norwegian company
Equinor dropping its bid to
drill The Bight in February this
vear, despite having approval
to do so, the prospect of any
drilling in The Bight ac-
curring in the next dec-
ade s slim,
considering the long
lead times for any
environmental and
drilling plans

APPEA will now
have no local rep-
resentation, with the Ad-
elaide office to close, media
matters to be dealt with out of
Canberra and the organis-
ation’s  Western  Australian
representative Claire Wilkin-
son to assume responsibility
far SA.

With The Bight project
dead in the water and SA hav-
ing both a stable and sensible
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APPEA's resources are argua-
bly better focused on areas
such as the eastern states
where issues such as land ac-
cess und fracking moratoria
continue to dog the industry
Elsewhere in the lobhying
space, Mr Doman’s former col-
league  at  Santos, Damon

Hunt, now with FTI Consult-
ing has picked up a new client
in Booking com.

Over at Cannings Purple,
which includes on its staff ros
ter former Olympic [am head
of corporate affairs  Simon
Corrigan, have added the Fu-
ture Battery Industries Coop
erative Research Centre as a
chent.

The CRC has a cash com-
mitment of $35 million and n-
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kind support  worth §72
million, with a stated mission
to enable the growth of Aus-
tralia's battery Industry.
Graeme Hunt. who had re
sponsihility for Olympic Dam
during the development of the
abandoned  mega-expansion
plan — before Mr Corrigan's
time there — is on the CRC
hoard and also chairs AGL
Primary  Communication,
hased in Sydney, added the

Australian Hydrogen Counci
s aclient in April

Residential and industria
smart metering company In
tellihub has employed lobby
ists Second Sun,

New entrants to the lobby-
ist register this year include
Rovce Communications
spruiking for the Australiar
Fourism Industry Council, anc
Adrian  Dolahenty, with
range of health clients



